
DeSoto County
Economic Development Advisory 

Committee

Meeting Agenda

8:30 AMThursday, March 19, 2026

CALL TO ORDER

MINUTES APPROVAL

Minutes for January 29, 2026, meeting

EDAC January 29, 2026 Meeting Minutes_FINALAttachments:

REGULAR BUSINESS

Election of Vice Chair

Discussion of EDAC Applicant Justin Fussell

Justin Fussell EDACAttachments:

Development Update

Beautification Efforts on Major Access Pathways into the County, City.

Presentation by Dr. David Stevenson

2nd Annual Economic Development Summit Presentation

2026 Business Summit Flyer- FINAL
2026 DeSoto Economic Development Summit Press Release

Attachments:

Bots, Bolts and Boots Suncoast Remake Learning Days presentation

2026 Suncoast Remake Learning Days Bots, Bolts, Boots Press 
Release
Bots Flyer- Reprint

Attachments:

YMCA Summer Camp at Turner Center Exhibit Hall

Y PresentationAttachments:

PUBLIC COMMENTS

COMMITTEE COMMENTS

STAFF COMMENTS
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Economic Development 
Advisory Committee

Meeting Agenda March 19, 2026

ADJOURN

NOTE: For quasi-judicial matters, any party desiring a verbatim record of the proceeding of this
hearing for the purpose of an appeal is advised to make private arrangements for the production 
of a
record and anyone wishing to present documents or other written evidence to the Board must 
provide
eight (8) copies of the written material. If special accommodations are required in accordance 
with
the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals should contact the County Administrator’s 
Office by
calling 863-993-4800 at least forty-eight hours prior to the hearing.
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DeSoto County

3/19/2026

Item #: 

☐ Consent Agenda ☐Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing
☒ Regular Business 8:30 am

☐ Public Hearing Minutes

DEPARTMENT:  Economic Development
SUBMITTED BY: Sondra Guffey
PRESENTED BY: TBD

TITLE & DESCRIPTION:

Minutes for January 29, 2026, meeting

REQUESTED MOTION:
Approval

SUMMARY:
EDAC members will review the minutes from the January 29, 2026 meeting.

BACKGROUND: 
The minutes from the January 29, 2026, EDAC meeting will be reviewed. Committee 
members will review and consider approving those minutes. 

FUNDS: 
Budget Amount: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Actual Agenda Item: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cost: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Explanation: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Page 1  DeSoto County Printed on 3/17/2026

3



4



5



6



7



DeSoto County

3/19/2026

Item #: 

☐ Consent Agenda ☐Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing
☒ Regular Business 8:30 am

☐ Public Hearing Appointment

DEPARTMENT:  Economic Development
SUBMITTED BY: Sondra Guffey
PRESENTED BY: TBD

TITLE & DESCRIPTION:

Election of Vice Chair

REQUESTED MOTION:
Elect a Vice Chair

SUMMARY:
Former Vice Chair Andy Neuhofer has been elected as the Economic Development 
Advisory Committee Chair. A Vice Chair election is needed. 

BACKGROUND: 
There have been changes and departures in the Economic Development Advisory 
Committee. Former Vice Chair Andy Neuhofer has since been appointed as Chair, 
creating the need for a new Vice Chair. 

FUNDS: 
Budget Amount: N/A 
Actual Agenda Item: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cost: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Explanation: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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DeSoto County

3/19/2026

Item #: 

☐ Consent Agenda ☐Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing
☒ Regular Business 8:30 am

☐ Public Hearing Other

DEPARTMENT:  Economic Development
SUBMITTED BY: Sondra Guffey
PRESENTED BY: Debbie Wertz

TITLE & DESCRIPTION:

Discussion of EDAC Applicant Justin Fussell

REQUESTED MOTION:
Approval

SUMMARY:
Crews Bank representative Justin Fussell has applied to join the Economic Development 
Advisory Committee. This is a discussion regarding his application to join EDAC.

BACKGROUND: 
DeSoto County Economic Development staff has advertised for additional members for 
the Economic Development Advisory Committee. Crews Bank representative Justin 
Fussell has applied for a seat on the committee. This is a discussion and potential 
approval for Mr. Fussell to join EDAC. 

FUNDS: 
Budget Amount: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Actual Agenda Item: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cost: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Explanation: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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DeSoto County

3/19/2026

☐ Consent Agenda ☐Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing
☒ Regular Business 8:30 am

☐ Public Hearing Other

DEPARTMENT:  Economic Development
SUBMITTED BY: Sondra Guffey
PRESENTED BY: Sondra Guffey

TITLE & DESCRIPTION:

Development Update

REQUESTED MOTION:
n/a

SUMMARY:
County and city representatives, along with local business owners will discuss 
development updates around town. 

BACKGROUND: 
This update is at the request of the EDAC members.

FUNDS: 
Budget Amount: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Actual Agenda Item: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cost: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Explanation: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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DeSoto County

3/19/2026

☐ Consent Agenda ☐Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing
☒ Regular Business 8:30 am

☐ Public Hearing Other

DEPARTMENT:  Economic Development
SUBMITTED BY: Sondra Guffey
PRESENTED BY: Sondra Guffey

TITLE & DESCRIPTION:

Beautification Efforts on Major Access Pathways into the County, City.

REQUESTED MOTION:
n/a

SUMMARY:
DeSoto County Staff has been tasked with a new project regarding beautification of the 
major pathways and roadways in and out of the county. This is a discussion about how 
this effort can be proactive and focused. 

BACKGROUND: 
In the continued attempt to promote DeSoto County, County staff has been tasked with 
creating beautification projects to clean and maintain the major roadways that lead in to 
the County and the City of Arcadia.

FUNDS: 
Budget Amount: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Actual Agenda Item: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cost: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Explanation: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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DeSoto County

3/19/2026

☐ Consent Agenda ☐Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing
☒ Regular Business 8:30 am

☐ Public Hearing Presentation

DEPARTMENT:  Economic Development
SUBMITTED BY: Sondra Guffey
PRESENTED BY: David Stevenson

TITLE & DESCRIPTION:

Presentation by Dr. David Stevenson

REQUESTED MOTION:
n/a

SUMMARY:
Dr. Stevenson owns a large portion of land across from the Publix shopping center and 
has multiple corporations, including restaurants, hotels, etc., have reached out to him 
about development.

BACKGROUND: 
Dr. Stevenson has stated that he has had issues with development of his property due to 
roadwork delays involving an alternative extension of SE Highway 31. He wants to 
express his thoughts on this issue. 

FUNDS: 
Budget Amount: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Actual Agenda Item: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cost: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Explanation: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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DeSoto County

3/19/2026

Item #: 

☐ Consent Agenda ☐Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing
☒ Regular Business 8:30 am

☐ Public Hearing Presentation

DEPARTMENT:  Economic Development
SUBMITTED BY: Sondra Guffey
PRESENTED BY: Sondra Guffey and Daniel Sutphin

TITLE & DESCRIPTION:

2nd Annual Economic Development Summit Presentation

REQUESTED MOTION:
N/A

SUMMARY:
DeSoto Economic Development staff will host its 2nd Annual Economic Development 
Summit. The presentation will highlight details planned for the summit.

BACKGROUND: 
DeSoto Economic Development staff will host its 2nd Annual Economic Development 
Summit, focusing on “Change That Counts.” The summit is  March 26th at the Turner 
Agri-Civic Center. 

FUNDS: 
Budget Amount: TBD 
Actual Agenda Item: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cost: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Explanation: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 5, 2026 

MORE INFORMATION, Contact: 
Sondra Guffey, 863-444-2396 
s.guffey@desotobocc.com 

 
 

2026 DeSoto Economic Development Summit to 
showcase ‘Change that Counts’  

Open summit will focus on future development in DeSoto, downtown rejuvenation, 
entrepreneurship, AI and healthcare. 

DeSoto County, Fla—DeSoto County will bring community leaders, business owners, and residents 
together this spring to explore practical ideas shaping the county’s future at the 2nd Annual DeSoto 
Economic Development Summit.  

Held Thursday, March 26, from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., the summit will focus on this year’s theme, “Change 
that Counts,” highlighting downtown revitalization, entrepreneurship, artificial intelligence in health 
care, and opportunities for sustainable growth in DeSoto County.  

The summit includes local and national speakers and panels, networking opportunities and hands-on 
interaction. Find out about the DeSoto County planning and development process, the state of our 
utilities system, new businesses on the horizon, and the historic rural renaissance. 

Keynote speaker, Shellie Phelps of Biggest Fish Consulting, is sponsored by Florida Power & Light, who 
recognizes the power of community innovation. Phelps is a force in the realm of neighborhood 
revitalization and economic development. She has taken her success in revitalizing Wetumpka, Alabama, 
to the rural communities of Florida.  

Phelps has become a recognized authority on fostering creative community growth through 
collaboration. Her presentations inspire and empower audiences with insights into the transformative 
power of partnership, the role of the arts, and authentic branding in revitalizing small towns and 
creating stronger, more vibrant communities. 

Because artificial intelligence (AI) is a primary factor in business, the economy, education and 
healthcare, the County reached out to Peter Justen, founder & CEO of AmeriTrust Solutions, to present 
at the event. AmeriTrust provides technology that modernizes benefit programs for state and federal 
governments, helping agencies reduce costs, accelerate approvals. The company is particularly focused 
on rural healthcare provider.  

Justen, a “serial entrepreneur,” recently received the Health innovation Leadership Award at the 15th 
Annual World Leaders Summit. 17
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The summit, held at the Turner Agri-Civic Center, 2250 N.E. Roan Street, in Arcadia, includes breakfast 
and lunch. The charge for attendees is $10 at the door. Exhibitor cost is $50 and includes a display table 
and two tickets. Attendees and exhibitors can register at Tinyurl.com/Desotosummit2026.  

The DeSoto Economic Development Summit is open to residents, business owners, entrepreneurs, 
educators, and community leaders who want to be part of shaping the county’s future. Registration for 
attendees, exhibitors, and sponsors is now open at www.GoDeSotoFL.com. Those interested in 
participating are encouraged to register early and join the conversation about the changes that will help 
DeSoto County grow and thrive. 
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DeSoto County

3/19/2026

☐ Consent Agenda ☐Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing
☒ Regular Business 8:30 am

☐ Public Hearing Presentation

DEPARTMENT:  Economic Development
SUBMITTED BY: Sondra Guffey
PRESENTED BY: Sondra Guffey and Daniel Sutphin

TITLE & DESCRIPTION:

Bots, Bolts and Boots Suncoast Remake Learning Days presentation

REQUESTED MOTION:
n/a

SUMMARY:
DeSoto County Economic Development Department will host “Bots, Bolts & Boots Career 
Discovery: Skip the Degree, Not the Dream,” event as part of the 2026 Suncoast Remake 
Learning Days. The event will be held on Thursday, April 30, from 3:30-7 p.m. at the 
Turner Agri-Civic Center.

BACKGROUND: 
The event will be an interactive, hands-on experience for guests of all ages, engaging them 
to explore high-demand, high-skilled career opportunities. Attendees will have a chance 
to talk with industry professionals, local employers and more. Businesses are encouraged 
to participate-at no charge. 

FUNDS: 
Budget Amount: Exact amount to be determined by grant 
Actual Agenda Item: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cost: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Explanation: Grant funded by The Patterson Foundation 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 26, 2026 

MORE INFORMATION, Contact: 
Sondra Guffey, 863-444-2396 
s.guffey@desotobocc.com 

 
 

DeSoto Economic Development presents Career Event, 
’Bots, Bolts & Boots Career Discovery: Skip the Degree, 

Not the Dream’  
The interactive and fun event lets guests of all ages explore high-demand, high-skill careers that offer 

great pay in challenging fields. 

DeSoto County, Fla— DeSoto County Economic Development Department will host “Bots, Bolts & Boots 
Career Discovery: Skip the Degree, Not the Dream” as part of the 2026 Suncoast Remake Learning Days. 

This interactive, hands-on event invites guests of all ages to explore high-demand, high-skill careers that 
offer excellent wages and rewarding work---many of which do not require a four-year degree. Attendees 
will engage directly with industry professionals, local employers, and real-world tools and technology 
across multiple fields. 

“If you’re dreaming of a career that’s high-wage, skilled and doesn’t necessarily require a college, this 
free event is for you, featuring hands-on displays and interaction with people in the field,” said 
Economic Development Director Sondra Guffey. “Connecting our community with opportunities like 
these is essential to building a strong and sustainable workforce for the future.” 

The event takes place Thursday, April 30 from 3:30 to 7 p.m. at the Turner Agri-Civic Center, 2250 NE 
Roan Street, Arcadia, FL. It is an open-house format. 

Guests can discover new career pathways, spark their passions, enjoy free refreshments, and enter to 
win prizes. Bots, Bolts and Boots is free for attendees and exhibitors. Both are asked to register at 
TinyURL.com/bots-bolts-boots. For more information, call 863-993-4807, or go to 
www.GoDeSotoFL.com.  

Suncoast Remake Learning Days is a 15-day, hands-on learning festival, underwritten by The Patterson 
Foundation, across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties—focused on youth from birth 
through 12th grade and their families. The festival runs from Saturday, April 18 through Saturday May 2. 
For more information about Suncoast Remake Learning Days, call 941-952-1413 or go to 
www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net. 
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DeSoto County

3/19/2026

Item #: 

☐ Consent Agenda ☐Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing
☒ Regular Business 8:30 am

☐ Public Hearing Other

DEPARTMENT:  Economic Development
SUBMITTED BY: Sondra Guffey
PRESENTED BY: Sondra Guffey

TITLE & DTESCRIPTION:

YMCA Summer Camp at Turner Center Exhibit Hall

REQUESTED MOTION:
n/a

SUMMARY:
The local YMCA will host a weekly camp in summer 2026 at the Turner Agri-Civic 
Center Exhibit Hall.  

BACKGROUND: 
YMCA of Southwest Florida is hosting a weekly summer camp called the “Best Summer 
Ever,” in Arcadia, FL, at the Turner Agri-Civic Center, 2250 NE Roan Street. Campers 
are provided with breakfast and lunch. The camp runs from June to August.  

FUNDS: 
Budget Amount: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Actual Agenda Item: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cost: Click or tap here to enter text.
Account Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Explanation: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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